LUSATIA
Surface: 11.682 km2
Population: 1,16 Mio
Lusatia consists of the southern part of Brandenburg, the eastern part
of Saxony and parts of the Polish districts of Lower Silesia and Lebus.
Economy:
• Power generation (open-cast lignite mining, renewable energies), steel industry, chemical industry,
mechanical engineering, plant construction, vehicle construction and industrial research
• Food industry is supra-regional known for: Spreewälder cucumbers, Bautz'ner mustard, Cottbus
mayonnaise, love pearls or Fürst-Pückler ice cream
• Agricultural products: Vegetable and fruit cultivation
• Tourism in the Spreewald and the lake landscape
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Europe
Sexual propor,on of 20 to 29 year olds 2015
by NUTS-3 regions

Sexual propor+on
( Women per 100 Men)
Surplus of women
European Average
Surplus of men

Source:

Sexual proportion: Ratio of the number of females to male persons within an area.

Employment
Development of employment in Lusa2a compared to East Germany
(2013 to 2016 in %)
Example: The chemical industry had a decline of -5% in Lusa;a and -2% in Eastern Germany. This results in a diﬀerence of -3%.
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Coal exit
Brown coal or wind and solar energy?
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Text

Woidke promotes Lusatia as model region for structural change
Woidke (Brandenburg's Prime Minister) referred
to the history of Lusatia as a coal and energy
region and its significance for Europe's energy
supply: "For decades, Lusatians have worked hard
to ensure that Germany and Europe have a
secure energy supply. For this we owe them
thanks and recognition. I am pleased that the
European Commission is of the same opinion and
is paying particular attention to the regions
affected by the lignite phase-out".
He called for the European law on state aid and
the European structural aid to be adapted and
oriented preventively: "We urgently need funding
opportunities that make a forward-looking, active
structural policy possible. This is the only way we
can ensure that the region does not fall into a
structural crisis again". Over the past decades, it
has shown that Lusatia can change. According to
Woidke, Lusatia has what it takes to become a
European model region: "It is the right place to

think about the future and fill it with life. We will
do everything we can to ensure that Lusatia
remains an energy and industrial region. Today,
around 8,000 people still work directly in the
Lausitz region. This creates an annual added value
of around 1.4 billion euros. This must be replaced
in the course of structural change - by adequate
jobs.
Brandenburg's Economics Minister Steinbach
pointed out "that we need solutions for structural
change before power plants are shut down and
opencast mines closed". Steinbach went on to say
that hydrogen technologies could offer
opportunities for this. Hydrogen could help to
stabilise the grid and store large amounts of
energy over long periods of time. Hydrogen could
also help to redesign industrial processes,
primarily in the steel and chemical industries,
with low CO2 emissions. "This could create jobs.”
Source: Lausitzer Rundschau 14.11.2018
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Digitalisation
Broadband expansion in Germany
Share of households with broadband availability (50Mbit/s) in percent and change in share from 2015 to
2017 in % (source: IW Cologne 2017)

up to 60 percent
61-72 percent
73-88 percent
89-100 percent

Venice
Surface: 2.461,52 km²
Inhabitants: 261.905 (2017),
in the lagoon city itself: 60.000
Economy:
• Tourism
• Heavy industry (on the mainland there is the
largest chemical centre and the largest thermal
power stations and oil depots in Italy)

Tourism
The 10 most expensive holiday des4na4ons 2018
Des$na$ons with the highest travel and subsistence costs per person/night

This is where most people set sail
Largest cruise ports in Europe by passenger volume in 2016

Many cities in Europe are so overcrowded by visitors that it
harms them. There is a term for this: "Overtourism" - the
increase of "mass tourism".
" You only have to bear in mind that since the 1980s global
tourism has risen by around four percent every year. Four
percent more every year for over 30 years, so you can
imagine the extent to which tourism has grown in the
meantime."
In addition, more people are now travelling from even more
countries. Emerging markets have become important source
markets for tourism. China, for example, is now number one,
with most of the world's tourists coming from China. Popular
destination: Europe.
The boom in the cruise industry is also contributing to
overtourism: A ship usually brings 5000 tourists to a city in
one stroke. In addition, several cruise ships usually dock
every day.
What are the consequences of overtourism for the locals?
1) It's about social issues: residents are annoyed by the
strange, in their eyes often inappropriate behavior of tourists
or even party tourists.
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Effects on the surrounding area in Veneto
Venice
Mira
Mirano
Spinea
San Donà di Piave
San Stino di Livenza
Portogruaro
Jesolo
Chioggia

1991
298.532
36.432
25.792
24.905
33.446
11.476
24.760
22.151
53.179

2001
271.073
35.355
26.206
24.517
35.417
11.763
24.571
22.698
51.779

2011
2017
261.362 261.321
38.552 38.573
26.456 27.169
26.862 27.909
40.646 41.794
13.042 12.855
25.140 24.959
24.479 26.199
49.735 49.430
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Population density

Source: citypopulation.de

Waste management

Mediterranean „Plastic Trap“

Densely populated,
heavily used
areas
produce
208-760
kilograms of garbage
More than 200
more
million tourists
garbage
in

Inadequate
waste
tonnes of
guidelines
plastic
waste

Polluted
waste
rivers
into the
Liters of bottled water per capita in Europe (2016)

Climate Change

Flood zones
Venetians are used to their feet getting wet. Efforts to
alleviate the long-term effects of water are part of
everyday life in the city. At high tide, unusually high
waves flood the lowest parts of the city (shown here in
dark blue).
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Berliner Morgenpost 31.10.18 – Venice was flooded
The famous St. Mark's Cathedral in Venice was not spared the worst flood in ten years that
hit the lagoon city on Monday. The news agency Ansa quoted head of administration Carlo
Alberto Tesserin on Tuesday as saying that the water in the church had stood up to 90
centimeters high for 16 hours. "In a single day, the basilica has aged by 20 years, and that is
still an optimistic assessment," he said.
(...) In the lagoon city, the flood on Monday had risen to 156 centimeters above sea level,
70 percent of the old town was under water. The situation there improved somewhat on
Tuesday.
Researchers believe that climate change makes weather caprioles more extreme. "The
temperature of the sea surfaces has changed due to global warming," says Peter Hoffmann,
meteorologist at the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK). "In the
Mediterranean, it has almost reached a new record this year." This has changed the
dynamics of the weather. "It is not necessarily the case that the frequency of these weather
extremes is increasing, but it is likely that the intensity will increase. Heavy rainfall will
therefore become more extreme and the risk of flooding will increase.

Sofia
Surface: 492,092km2
Inhabitants: 1.238.438 (State 31.12.2017)
Economy:
• Capital of Bulgaria
• Industrial centre (location with 16% of national
industrial production)
• In particular, after Bulgaria's accession to the EU
on 1 January 2007, foreign investment took place,
particularly in trade, metal and electrical industries
and services.
• A significant number of call centres and technical assistance companies settled in Sofia.

Social Segregation

Risk of poverty and social exclusion, % of total popula7on in 2016

Bulgaria

Minimum wage

Minimum wage in the EU Member States, 1 January 2018, in €

Average net wages in EU capitals

Air pollution
Air pollutiondeaths
Premature
costsair
lives
from
pollution* in
2015 per 100,000

How polluted is the
Particulate
matter pollution (PM10) in
air?
European countries per year
compared with EU and WHO limits*

Particulate matter is mainly
generated by human activity:
Primary particulate matter is
generated by emissions from
motor vehicles, power stations and
district heating plants, stoves and
heating systems in residential
buildings, during metal and steel
production or when handling bulk
goods. However, it can also be of
natural origin (for example as a
result of soil erosion). In
conurbations, road traffic is the
dominant source of dust.
Particulates are not only released
into the air from engines - primarily
diesel engines - but also from
brake and tyre abrasion and from
the swirling up of dust from the
road surface. Another important
source is agriculture: emissions of
gaseous precursors, in particular
ammonia emissions from livestock
farming, contribute to the
formation of secondary particulate
matter.
Source: umweltbundesamt.de
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Waste management

Mineral waste
includes, among other
things, soil material,
dredged material, building
rubble, construction and
demolition waste or waste
from sewers.
Waste volume without
dominant mineral waste
corresponds to waste from
all sectors of the economy
and private households, i.e.
includes waste arising from
both production and
consumption.

Dominant mineral wastes
Waste without dominant mineral wastes

Digitalisation
The EU countries with the most oﬄiners
Percentage of people (16-74 years) who have never used the Internet, 2016

Podlachia
Surface: 20.180km2
Inhabitants: 1.190.253
•
•
•

•

One of the 16th administrative districts of Poland
Borders Russia, Lithuania and Belarus
Capital of the voivodeship: Bialystok - the largest industrial,
cultural and scientific centre of the region. There are most
cultural institutions and colleges here: theatre, philharmonic
orchestra, museums, university, college of music, medical
academy, technical college, economic colleges.
Very multicultural region: Tatars, Poles, Jews, Belarussians,
Lithuanians, Germans and Russians -> development of the
international language Esperanto

Economy:
• One of the 20 (out of 276) regions with the lowest GDP per
capita in the EU
• Milk, poultry and meat products, processing of fruit and
vegetables (potatoes and cereals), forestry, production of
rubber and plastic products
• Investors: IKEA
• 30% of all national parks in Poland are located in Podlaskie (4
national parks, 3 nature reserves)
o home of the highly endangered European bison
• Leisure activities: Canoe tours, hiking routes

Tourism
Number of overnight stays by tourists in hotels in Poland in 2017 by
administra3ve districts (in 1,000)

Podlachia

Number of overnight stays in
thousands

Population trend
Change in popula3on in the years 2006-2010 per
1,000 inhabitants

Total birth rate and
migra3on balance by
voivodship in 2011
Migra3on balance per 1,000
inhabitants
Birth rate per 1,000 inhabitants

Cross-industry transport connection network (2010)

Source: Marschallamt der
Woiwodschaft Podlachia 2013.
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Impact of climate change on agriculture
Poland and the Baltic states are experiencing an extreme drought. This results in very high crop losses for
all grain types.
In Poland, production losses of up to 25 % are possible for individual types of grain. For the total harvest, the Polish side is
currently expecting production declines of between 10 % and almost 20 %.
The effects of the current drought are even worse than in the last dry spells of 2006 and 2015, said Polish Prime Minister
Mateusz Morawiecki in Warsaw. The Polish government is therefore preparing aid measures similar to those for victims of
natural catastrophes.
According to a report by the Polish Institute for Fertilisers and Soil Science (IUNG), water scarcity is already being felt
throughout the country. Until 10 June, half of the agricultural land was affected by the effects of the extreme drought. At a
conference of the National Association of Grain Producers, Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development Jacek
Bohutskyi told farmers that the country "had never faced such a drought before".
Susanna Savino of the University of Life Sciences in Poznań reported that May was the warmest of the last 55 years or since
such observations have been made.
Source: agrarheute.com 26.06.2018

Consumer potato prices have risen by more than half as a result of the drought.
At present, customers in supermarkets have to pay around 84 cents per kilogram for potatoes in small packages, whereas the price
per kilogram a year ago was 55 cents. This was reported by Christoph Hambloch, analyst at the Agricultural Market Information
Service (AMI) in Bonn. Further price increases could occur in spring.
Consumers would also have to prepare themselves for an increased supply of potatoes that are not completely perfect in
appearance, which would have been sorted out by the farms in years with a better harvest. In view of the current shortage, there
are currently more potatoes with dark spots or scab pustules on supermarket shelves.
Warnings of rising prices had already been issued in September, when the main harvest was still running. Despite a harvest decline
of 1.5 to 2.0 million tonnes this year, the AMI does not fear any supply bottlenecks. After the good year 2017, many companies
could still fall back on surpluses. In addition, there would be reduced potato exports and increased imports, which are to be
expected in the coming year, especially for early potatoes.
Potato farmers who have reaped a significant harvest despite the drought could currently benefit from significantly higher prices.
Producer prices have more than doubled from 10 euros per 100 kilograms to 25 to 26 euros.
Problems could arise with farmers who had already marketed their harvest in advance at fixed prices, Hambloch said. The
situation is also sometimes dramatic for processors such as peeling companies, especially in eastern Germany.
Source: spiegel.de 19.11.2018

Cultivated area of potatoes in the European Union by country in the
years 2016 to 2017 (in 1,000 hectares)

Current potato price index (as at 22 November 2018). Source: kaack-terminhandel.de

PARIS
DEMOGRAPHY
Inhabitants: 2,2 Mio
Surface: 105 km2, what makes Paris to the most densely
populated (20 000 inhabitants per km2) capital on earth.
Birthrate: ø1,92 childs per woman (EU
average is ø 1,6)
Metropolitan area: 10,98 Mio Inhabitants

ECONOMY
• France's financial, industrial and commercial centre
• More than 90,000 industrial and commercial enterprises are based in the city area alone
• Goods: fashion goods (designer clothing), luxury goods, perfumes, consumer goods and foodstuffs
• In the metropolitan area of Paris production of over 50% of French industrial production
• Largest industrial site in France
• The main branches of industry are the metal processing, automotive, aviation, electrical
engineering and chemical industries.
• The concentration of banks and insurance companies, the film industry and publishing houses
underlines the economic importance of the city.
• It is an important congress and exhibition city (the world' s largest aerospace exhibition Aérosalon
in Le Bourget) and a popular destination for international tourism.
• Tourism: one of the world's most visited cities
INFRASTRUCTURE
• The centre of the French central rail and road network, the country's main inland port and
international air hub with the airports of Orly, Le Bourget, Issy-les-Moulineaux and the major
airports of Roissy I (Charles de Gaulle) and Roissy II north of Paris.
• Urban transport: Métro, with a network of some 200 km and a high-speed rail link to the suburbs.
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Agglomeration describes the generally large-scale process of densification of population and settlements. In
the case of Paris, this means that many people move towards Paris but do not settle in the metropolis itself.

Forecasting
Forecast population growth for the Paris metropolitan region
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Demographic development in France
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Rental rates
High prices for small
Shown
is the average
apartments
Paris price for
is theinSeine-Saint-Denis
a one-bedroom apartment
area, where many lowAverage income
price forfamilies
a one- live.
bedroom apartment

Environment

Ranking of 23 selected European cities
according to air quality directives

Density of green areas per inhabitant in m2

Paris air polluCon has reached a criCcal level
Average air polluCon level of the ﬁrst 7 days of December in Paris* 2011-2016

very low
level

low level

medium level

high level

measured pollutants: nitrogen dioxide, ozone, PM10
*Paris Agglomera3on

very high
level

Traffic
List of world cities in which the average commuter spent the most hours in traffic
jams (2017)

Verbrachte Zeit im Personenverkehr in
Time spentMinuten
in traﬃc
in minutes (2014)
(2014)

The most visited airports in the world
Airports by number of passengers handled per year, 2017 (in millions)

Murau, Upper Styria
Surface: 76,63 km²
Population: 3.629

Economy:
• Office, school and business town; the centre of the district of the same name in the upper Murtal
valley.
• Summer and winter tourism
• Murau Brewery
• Wood industry enterprises through forest wealth
utility generate
companyelectricity
generates
electricity
through
• Murau
Murauerpublic
Stadtwerke
from
hydropower.
hydropower

Population trend

Change in popula-on 2006-2016
Murau had 3,892 inhabitants in 2006.
The number of inhabitants fell by -5.2% to 3,689 by 2016.

Which region will grow and shrink the most by
2050?

Quelle: Statistik Austria

The impact of migrating to the urban
regions
Change in the labour force 2009 to 2030: Main

scenario
Change in
percentu
u
p
u
p
to
u
p
to
u
p
to
u
p
to
p
to
up
and
to
to
mor
e

Forest, alpine
pastures, waters
and wasteland

Economy
Structural
pattern
Upper Styria
West

Material
Tourism
gentle
Tourism
Central

Impact of climate change on tourism

Winter tourism related vulnerability
of Austrian municipalities and
destinations

The darker the colour, the more dependent the community is on tourism.
Climate
change
therefore has a particularly strong impact on the local economy.
Winter
municipalities

Summer municipalities
All-season municipalities

Tourism

Dura%on of stay by country
of origin - Top 5 2016
Days

Saudi Arabia
Netherlands
Luxembourg
Romania
Turkey
Total
Quelle: Statistik Steiermark 2017

Transport connection/lack of manpower

Murau has problems with hospital care – Quelle: Kleine Zeitung 25.11.2014
(…) "From some parts of the Murau district, the ambulance takes over an hour to get to Knittelfeld. If
we drive to Tamsweg less often, there will be considerably further distances", reports Michael
Grabuschnig, Managing Director of the Red Cross District of Murau. And further: It is long practice that
the emergency doctor asks during missions, ininwhich
whichhospitals
hospital
is room
forforthe
there
is room
thepatient.
pa3ent. "Otherwise it
happens that the patient is relocated after the first treatment."
If there is no more centre in Murau, patients have to be driven through half of Upper Styria - a
catastrophe for the district," says works council chairman Johann Fussi.
Grabuschnig takes a similar view: with up to 100 emergencies per year at the Stolzalpe ambulance,
these would have to be divided between Knittelfeld, Tamsweg and Friesach (Carinthia).

Murau is not located on the 4 main traffic corridors of Austria

Danube (Main network)

Rail (Main network)

Road (Main network)

Rail (Total network)

Road (Total network)

Four corridors through Austria – source: WKO

Commuter rate

Commuters to and from Upper Styria West*
Commuters from

Commuters to

Commuter balance
*according to adjusted labour force sta3s3cs of 31.10.2015

source: statistics Styria 2017

